
















In 1960, the king of rock and roll Elvis Presley is released from two years of mili-
tary service in Germany and returns to the United States, where his career contin-
ues as a “family favourite” in Hollywood.
In April 1961, Yuri Gagarin becomes the fi rst person to journey into outer space. 
In October 1961; the leader of the Soviet Union, Nikita Khrushchev, announces at 
the Communist Party Congress that the current generation can already start liv-
ing in communism which shall arrive in 1980!
In 1962, a leftist youth festival is held in Helsinki, largely being a propaganda 
event paid for by the Soviet Union.The female vocal ensemble Laine represents 
Estonia.
In 1963, YLE radio opens a new station using the ultra-short (FM) waves, called 
Rinnakkaisohjelma, to replace the pirate radios which were now banned. An 
entertaining program is also offered by Sävelradio, where sometimes a whole 
album of songs is played without talking inbetween. This meant modern music 
and a lot of it!
In 1963, Letkajenkka (in Estonian: jenka) began to arrive to Estonia from Finland, 
both in songs and as a dance
In March 1964, the President of Finland, U. K. Kekkonen, pays an unoffi cial visit to 
Estonia.
In 1965, the Tallinn-Helsinki ferry line is opened. The fi rst ship is the Vanemuine, 
which is replaced in 1966 by a larger ship called Tallinn.
In October 1964, Nikita Khrushchev is removed from being the leader of the 
Communist Party and Leonid Brezhnev becomes the new leader.
In 1965, the second TV channel, YLE 2, is opened in Finland.
In 1966, the journal Iskelmä includes a full page of the band Optimistid from Tal-
linn!
In 1966, 22-year-old drummer Matti Oiling joins the Helsinki Jazz Quartet in Tal-
linn and receives the title of the best drummer of the Tallinn Jazz Festival (the 
band receives a honorary certifi cate)
In 1967, an international jazz festival takes place in Tallinn, joined by the sensa-
tional Charles Lloyd Quartet. The festival is thereafter banned.
In April 1968, the fi rst beat (rock) festival is held in Tallinn’s cinema Kosmos.
In August 1968, Soviet forces invade Czechoslovakia.
In September 1968, Ernos performs in the Estonia Concert Hall in Tallinn as the 
fi rst Western rock band in the Soviet Union. The performance evokes a wave of 
hysteria and the concert itself receives an unprecedented audience response 
– people getting up from the chairs and shouting. Gunnar Graps has his jaw 
dropped to the fl oor. 

YOUTH AND MUSIC PROGRAMS
In 1961, the program „Levyraati“ starts, led by Jaakko Jahnukainen, who calls a 
song by The Beatles „a mumble“. 
1966 „Ohimennen“ (YLE2), „Poppis“ (YLE1), „Nuorten tanssihetki“ (YLE2), „Tunti“, 
etc.
1968 „Syksyn Sävel“ (MTV)
1966–1970 „Naapurivisa“ – ETV and MTV collaboration

SERIES  1967 „The Monkees“, „Peyton Place“
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