








Karl Burman Sr. (1882-1965), a painter and the first professional architect in Estonia, lived in an apartment on 

the first floor of the Maiden Tower in the period from 1945-1965. Among other things, Burman dreamed of 

rebuilding his homed and drew sketches of the tower, in which the tower resembled a Mediterranean villa.  



 



  

 

 

The longest-used name of this yard area throughout the history has been the Marstall Hill (Marstallsberg) after 

the important workshops, which were located here. The smithies and the foundry here produced all kinds of 

important metal items, including weapons, cannons, and church bells; coins were also. 



 

 

 

In the olden days, the Maiden Tower used to be neighboured by the Goat Tower (Ziegenturm; in Estonian: 

Kitsetorn), which was destroyed in defensive battles in the 16
th
 century. The tower was named the Goat 

Tower, because the nearby downslope was used for herding goats. 

Photocopy of a watercolour by C. A. von Winkler, 1909 



 

The aquarellist Carl Alexander von Winkler (1860-1911) from Tallinn, who has been called the last great 

Baltic German painter, worked in a studio on the first floor of the stone residential building of the Maiden 

Tower. Winkler travelled a lot in Italy, but also in Germany, where his work was presented in several 

exhibitions to great acclaim.  

 

 

 

The famous painters, twin brothers Kristjan (1865-1943) and Paul Raud (1865-1930) lived and worked in the 

Maiden Tower; the portrait painter Paul Raud even for as long as 20 years.  



 

 

The painter Lilly Walther of Baltic German origin was one of the four young women who worked in the 

studio on the first floor of the Maiden Tower building in the beginning of the 20
th
 century. While the other 

three left Estonia in 1939, Lilly stayed behind. Unfortunately, she was deported to Siberia during the Stalinist 

era, where she died.  



 

The gate to the only stairway street of the city, the Lühike jalg (Short Leg) Gate was for centuries the only 

entry to the garden and the residential buildings of the Maiden Tower. A paradise-like private garden could be 

seen through the gate, and tourists would occasionally pop in to enjoy the view of the city. 



 

Valdemar II the Victorious was a King of Denmark and the founder of Tallinn (‘Taani linn’ is the Estonian for 

‘Danish town’). Having arrived here with his army of crusaders and his powerful fleet in June 1219 , he left in 

September when the construction of the Reval (Revalsburg) Castle had been completed. Valdemar’s tent may 

have stood in the yard area in front of the Maiden Tower when the crusaders’ camp was attacked by Estonians 

on 15 June.  





 

 

 

 

Philipp Jakob Karell (1806 Tallinn – 1886 St Petersburg) was one of the first physicians of Estonian origin, 

who later worked as the personal physician for the families of the Emperors Nicholas II and Alexander II, as 

well as an Emperor’s Counsel and a secret counsel. One of the most successful Estonians in the 19
th
 century. 

Karell spent his childhood and youth living and working in the yard of the Maiden Tower, where his father 

worked as the janitor for the owner, the clocksmith Nestler. Dr Karell was a promoter of milk therapy, which 

consisted of treating various diseases by feeding only milk to the patient. In 1867, the Russian Red Cross was 

founded on his initiative.  

https://et.wikipedia.org/wiki/1806
https://et.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallinn
https://et.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterburi
https://et.wikipedia.org/wiki/1867


There is a lot of mystery behind the name of the Maiden Tower. Initially, the tower was called Meggede, 

which may have originated from the Estonian word ‘mägede’ (Estonian for ‘hills’ or ‘mountains’), from the 

words ‘mega’, ‘magado’ (‘big’) or ‘magd’ (‘maid’). It may have also been named after the builder – Hincke 

Meged. In any case, in the 19
th
 century, the name was deemed to be based on the word ‘magd’ and was 

converted into Mädchenturm. That’s where the Estonian ‘Neiutorn’ or ‘Neitsitorn’ (Estonian for the Maiden 

Tower) comes from. According to an urban legend, there was also a prison for prostitutes operating here once 

upon a time, but this version has not been proved by historical facts.  



 

 

The Baroness Anna Elisabeth von Maydell (1861-1944) was a Baltic German painter, who also founded the 

applied art studio, which used to operate in the Maiden Tower.  



The café in the Maiden Tower was opened in 1980, officially on the New Year’s Eve before 1981, but 

unofficially around Christmas. The café was an extremely popular meeting place in the Soviet era.   



 
 
 

1361. aastal röövis Taani kuningas Valdemar IV rikka kaubalinna Visby Gotlandi saarel. Palju visbylasi põge- 

nes Tallinna – siit algas Visby langus ja Tallinna (Revali) tõus hansatee tähtsaks linnaks kauplemisel vene- 

lastega. 



 

Hans Heinrich Falk (1791-1874) was the first burgess of Estonian origin, who accomplished great 

things in Tallinn. Falk’s Road connected the downtown to the uptown; he also built the 

Toompuiestee Street and established Kaarli Church. As one of the richest people in Tallinn at the 

time, Falk also funded the studies of Estonian children. He had his own wood turning workshop and 

later a piano workshop in the Nestler garden. 









In 1870, Baron von der Pahlen, owner of the Maiden Tower, brought the railway to Tallinn (Reval) and steam 

locomotives started delivering goods as well as passengers from the Baltic Station in Tallinn to as far as the 

capital, St Petersburg. The speed of a passenger train of the time was 35 versts per hour (slightly over 40 

km/h) and the ride from Tallinn to St Petersburg took 11 hours and 43 minutes.  





In the 1930s, an apartment in the Maiden Tower was the home to a young lady, Margarethe von Bock, who 

was called Kitty. She also had a sister, Annalise, and the girls loved to play, read, listen to the music, and 

naturally – eat ice-cream. Kitty now lives in Stockholm and turned 90 in 2016.  



 

 

 

The yard area of the Maiden Tower was named the Danish King’s garden in the 1960s. 800 years ago, the 

camp of the Danish crusaders and the tent of King Valdemar may have stood in this place, and was stormed 

by Estonians on 15 June 1219 with intentions to kill the king. They only managed to end the life of Bishop 

Theoderich, though. Historically, the yard area has been called the Short Hill, the Marstall Hill, and the 

Nestler, Liemann, or Sivers garden after the owners of the house. In the 1930s, the garden was also called the 

King’s garden, but after a different king, a king of Sweden, who had presumably once spent a night here.  



The Medieval claret from Reval was famous all over the Hanseatic League. The wine, enriched with spices, 

clove, cinnamon, etc., was available from the pharmacy. It was said to be good for the health and helped to 

open up the stomach before meals, while also lightening the mood and giving strength. 



During the besieging of Tallinn in 1577, when the Muscovites launched bombs at the towers here from 

Tõnismäe, Ivo Schenkenberg’s men caught and put out the ‘fireballs’ of the besiegers – iron balls, which were 

heated up on a bonfire and were supposed to set the town on fire. 
















